
 
 

 

 
 

About BOOST Academy: 
BOOST Academy is the first global online social enterprise course to combine expert content along with guided exchanges of knowledge 

and experience among nonprofit peers. In this 12 week program, BOOST merges business consulting, social enterprise education, and 

peer mentoring to create an incredible unmatched social enterprise learning experience. 

 

Topics covered range from exploring social enterprise ideas and validating the market, to assessing and scaling impact (see full outline 

below).  Each weekly three-hour session will comprise of a one hour group lecture (along with guest experts) followed by two hours of 

small group discussion and collaboration to give participants the opportunity to fully explore each topic in their own context. 

 

By the end of the program participants will have developed a robust social enterprise plan that they can be confident will put their 

organization on the path towards greater financial self-sustainability. 

 
Course Outline: 

Week 1 -   Social Enterprise Readiness – Determining where you’re at now 

Week 2 -   Transitioning to Social Enterprise – Preparing stakeholders for change 

Week 3 -   Generating Outstanding Ideas – Finding an idea that will take off 

Week 4 -   Aligning Ideas with Social and Financial Goals – Finding an idea that fits 

Week 5 -   Validating the Market – Testing your idea in the real world 

Week 6 -   Understanding Your Customers – And learning how to keep them happy 

Week 7 -   Competition and Collaboration – Knowing your industry and its players 

Week 8 -   The Triple Bottom Line – Accounting for people, planet and profit 

Week 9 -   Marketing – Employing traditional and online strategies 

Week 10 - Pitching – Inspiring others to get on board 

Week 11 - Internal Assessment & Impact Measurement – Staying on target 

Week 12 - Scaling Your Business and Social Impact – Expanding your reach 

Week 13 - Final Wrap Up – Final thoughts, questions and reflections 

 
BOOST Academy Format: 
We are looking for participants to be part of the pilot session, scheduled to run from April 2, 2014 to June 25, 2014.  The format is weekly 

live online sessions held from 1pm - 4pm EST. 

For this pilot, we are offering BOOST at 50% off the regular price; participants can join A 12 Week Social Enterprise Education Program 

for only $999 USD per person (regular $1,998 USD). 

About theSedge.org: 
theSedge.org is a platform that brings together the global community of changemakers, who are using social enterprise to advance 

their social missions. 

Here’s what others are saying about theSedge and its co-founders: 

“TheSedge did an awesome job launching Social innovation Weekend here in Santiago, Chile. It allowed us to be creative, 

network with the right people and boost our ideas into real social projects. It gave us the confidence to move on and in fact 

we are moving towards developing the project that was born from that experience” 

                                                   – Francisco Javier Diaz Retamal, Social Innovation Weekend Santiago Participant 

 

“theSedge.org has taught me that anyone, with a bit of work, can start something in their own community. By facilitating an 

environment where people of similar interests can communicate, theSedge inspires accountability and motivation. It’s 

refreshing to see ideation and a solutions-focused approach to social issues, rather than just sitting around talking or listening 

to a tired-out lecture. As an educator, I will bring to my classroom the methods and ideas that theSedge has shown me.” 

                                                                        - Sergio Gabriel Jara Tranamil, Executive Project Coordinator of IT Partner Chile 

 “PJ and Danielle were involved with EcoLiving Events from 2009 to 2013. PJ was a key player on the Board of Directors and 

Danielle sat on the Committee coordinating volunteers for the annual EcoLiving Fair. They were instrumental in growing 

several EcoLiving initiatives with their innovative and entrepreneurial contributions.” 

                                                                                   - Judi Vandenbrink, Executive Director of EcoLiving Events Ltd. 

Contact us 

For more information visit the BOOST Academy page or contact Danielle Carruthers at danielle@thesedge.org 
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